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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 0895 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UN, FR, FT, GI 
SUBJECT: DJIBOUTI 

1 . AT END INFORMAL MEETING OF FIVE SC WEO AMBASSADORS ON 
SOUTH AFRICAN PROBLEMS BEFORE THE SC, FRENCH AMB. LEPRETTE 
DREW ATTENTION TO THE DECISION TAKEN IN PARIS TO HOLD A 
REFERENDUM AND ELECTIONS IN DJIBOUTI ON 8 MAY, WITH INDEPENDENCE 
FOLLOWING IN JUNE. GOF WAS MILDLY OPTIMISTIC, HE COMMENTED. 

2. LEPRETTE NOTED THAT FRANCE HAS AGREED TO RECEIVE THREE 
OBSERVER MISSIONS IN DJIBOUTI FOR 8 MAY VOTING FROM THE UN, 

THE OAU AND THE ARAB LEAGUE. THE UN OBSERVERS WILL BE NORWAY, 

SRI LANKA AND VENEZUELA; ARAB LEAGUE OBSERVERS NOT YET SELECTED. 
THE FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER HAS WRITTEN TO THE OAU SYG SAYING 
FRANCE WAS NOT OPPOSED TO THE RECENT CONFERENCE ON DJIBOUTI 
HELD IN ACCRA AND IN FACT HOPED THAT SOME OF THOSE WHO HAD STAYED 
AWAY FROM THE PARIS DISCUSSIONS WOULD BE ABLE TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE DJIBOUTI ROUNDTABLE PLANNED FOR 
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